Police/ State : Genealogies of the Post-Social

This course hopes to establish, and explore the implications of, three premises. First, that the
dimension of collective life we call the “the social” was not discovered—it was invented. Rather than a
quasi-natural or universal dimension of human experience only belatedly stumbled upon in the 19th
century, “Society” is and has been the product of a very long political project which is the product of
historical practices combining truth and power. Second, that a large part of the world can now be said to be
‘post-social’. Although the precise geography covered by this claim is open to question, many authors have
shown how the formation we call “social” is witnessing a particularly drastic moment of re-figuration; both
the object and its function are being put into question even as powerful alternatives are being offered. This
course’s third premise develops an under-remarked aspect of the first and, consequently, an
underdeveloped aspect of the second: if the social was indeed created, what is less often remarked upon is
that one of the primary mechanisms—perhaps the primary mechanism—through which it was created was
through police work. This observation leads us to an important question about our contemporary moment,
namely: what would it mean to do policing “after the social’? What would the assemblage of institutions,
actors, practices and functions understood as “the police” look like once its central object—the object in
relation to which is was created, organized, defined and legitimized—becomes de-centered; becomes only
one of an array of governed and governing objects? The final portion of this course will ask students to
explore these questions in a final project which will incorporate class discussion as well as original research.
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